ORIGINAL IN RED

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-2

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF STANLEY, IDAHO, AN IDAHO MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION, ACCEPTING A TRANSFER OF THE VALLEY CREEK PRESERVE
FROM THE WOOD RIVER LAND TRUST COMPANY; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR
AND STAFF TO TAKE NECESSARY ADMINISTRATIVE STEPS; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Wood River Land Trust Company (WRLT) wishes to transfer the real
property known as Valley Creek Preserve, legally described in Exhibit A (Property), to the City
of Stanley (City) for the purpose of a of preserving the Property for resident and anadromous
fish habitat and public educational and recreational use; and

WHEREAS, WRLT has $17,500 in WRLT’s Stewardship Fund for the long term
monitoring and stewarding of the Property; and

WHEREAS, WRLT and the City have the power and authority under Idaho Code to
convey, transfer, acquire, and/or hold real property; and

WHEREAS, the City will adopt, accept, and use the property in accordance with
conditions, covenants and restrictions recorded with this Gift Deed; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows:

Section 1. The Mayor and the City Council of the City, hereby approve the Agreement for
Transfer of Real Property (Agreement) substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit B. The
Mayor is hereby authorized to execute and deliver the Agreement.

Section 2. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute all other documents and perform all
other acts reasonably necessary to effectuate the transfer of the Property to the City.

Section 3. The City will record in Custer County the Gift Deed with its conditions,
covenants and restrictions and provide a copy to the Wood River Land Trust Company within 3
business days of Agreement being fully executed.

Section 4. The City will accept $17,500 for the sole use of implementing the Valley Creek
Management Plan attached hereto as Exhibit C.

Section 5. This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage,
approval.

(Signatures to follow)

PASSED BY THE COUNCIL of the City of Stanley, Idaho, this 2nd day of April, 2026.



APPROVED BY THE MAYOR of the City of Stanley, Idaho, this 2nd day of April, 2026.

MAYOR:
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The Honorable 1\'/‘I~ayor, Steve Botti
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City Clerk
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EXHIBIT A

(Attached)




Exhibit A Resolution 2026-2
LLegal Description of Property

Parcel 1: Lot 15B, Sawtooth Terra Tracts, Custer County, Idaho, as shown
by the Official Plat thereof, filed June 25, 1972, as Instrument No. 133588
and as shown on the Lot Line Shift Plat filed February 15, 2002, as
Instrument No. 224409, all records of Custer County, [daho.

Parcel 2: Lots |A, 2A, 3A, 4A, SA, 6A, 7A, 8A, 9A, LOA, 1 1A, 12A, 13A, 14A,
15A, 16A, 17A, 18A, 19A, 20A, 21A, 22A, 23A, 24A, 25A, and 26A, Valley
Creek Tracts, Custer County, Idaho, as shown by the Official Plat thereof,
filed October 10, 1972, as Instrument No. 134492 and shown on the Lot
Line Shift Plat filed February 15, 2002, as Instrument No. 224410, all
records of Custer County, Idaho.

Parcel 3: Together with a perpetual easement to be used in common with
Grantors located in Section 4, Township 10 North, Range 13 East, Boise
Meridian, said Custer County, Idaho, 60 feet in total width, being 30 feet
on each side of a center line described as commencing at the Southeast
cornerofsaidSection4, thence North 84°16'57" West1,891.56 feet more

or less to a point on the North right of way line of Idaho State Highway No.
21 and the real point of beginning; thence North 8°57'10" East 57.03 feet
more or less; thence along a curve to the left that has a central angle of
47°08'20" a radius of 190.99 feet and a length of 157.25 to a point; thence
North 56°05'30" East 162.89 feet to a point on the Northerly bank of Valley
Creek.




EXHIBIT B

(Attached)




AGREEMENT FOR TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY

Effective upon the last party to fully sign this Agreement, Wood River Land Trust Company,
("WRLT"), with an address of 119 East Bullion Street, Hailey, ID 83333, is the fee simple owner of
certain real property (the "Property”) more particularly described as follows:

Parcel 1: Lot 15B, Sawtooth Terra Tracts, Custer County, Idaho, as shown by the
Official Plat thereof, filed June 25, 1972, as Instrument No. 133588 and as shown on
the Lot Line Shift Plat filed February 15, 2002, as Instrument No. 224409, all records
of Custer County, Idaho.

Parcel 2: Lots 1A, 2A, 3A, 4A, SA, 6A, 7A, 8A, 9A, 10A, 1 1A, 12A, 13A, 14A, 15A,
16A, 17A, 18A, 19A, 20A, 21A, 22A, 23A, 24A, 25A, and 26A, Valley Creek Tracts,
Custer County, Idaho, as shown by the Official Plat thereof, filed October 10, 1972, as
Instrument No. 134492 and shown on the Lot Line Shift Plat filed February 15, 2002,
as Instrument No. 224410, all records of Custer County, Idaho.

Parcel 3: Together with a perpetual easement to be used in common with Grantors
located in Section 4, Township 10 North, Range 13 East, Boise Meridian, said Custer
County, Idaho, 60 feet in total width, being 30 feet on each side of a center line
described as commencing at the Southeast corner of said Section 4, thence North
84°16'57" West 1,891.56 feet more or less to a point on the North right of way line of
Idaho State Highway No. 21 and the real point of beginning; thence North 8°57'10"
East 57.03 feet more or less; thence along a curve to the left that has a central angle of
47°0820" a radius of 190.99 feet and a length of 157.25 to a point; thence North
56°05'30" East 162.89 feet to a point on the Northerly bank of Valley Creek.

SUBJECT TO AND TOGETHER WITH all current taxes, exceptions, easements, uses,
rights of way, covenants, conditions and restrictions, and reservations apparent, of view or of
record.

City of Stanley, Idaho ("the City") is a municipal corporation, with a mailing address of PO Box 53,
Stanley, ID 83278.

WRLT purchased the Property from Valley Creek, LLC with funding from the State of Idaho, Office of
the Governor, by and through the Office of Species Conservation, and a donation from the Valley Creek
LLC. Restrictions placed on the Property from the Office of Species Conservation dated October 30,
2014 were:

(1) insure that the Property will not be transferred to federal ownership under any circumstances, and
that this condition is conveyed by covenant to subsequent title holders of the Property, (2) work with the
Idaho Department of Fish and Game to insure that the Property has reasonable public access, (3) insure
that all property taxes on the Property are paid to Custer County and, (4) in the event the property is
transferred or sold, require through covenant, easement, or otherwise that the new owner of the
Property continue to adhere to items 1 through 3, above, and continue to benefit resident and
anadromous fish species. As a result, for no monetary consideration, but other consideration stated in



this Agreement, WRLT desires to transfer the Property to the City and the City desires to receive title to
the Property. To transfer title to the Property, WRLT and the City agree to the terms of this Agreement
for Transfer of Real Property (the "Agreement") on conditions set forth in conditions, covenants and
restrictions ("CC&Rs").

An amendment was made by the Governor’s Office of Species Conservation dated June 30, 2024 that
modified restriction (3) as follows: (3) insure that all property taxes assessed for the property are paid to
Custer County prior to or on the due date.

Per WRLT’s Standards and Practices as a nationally accredited land trust, $17,500 was transferred into
WRLT’s Stewardship Fund, per the Stewardship Fund Calculation, for the long-term monitoring and
stewarding of the Property, at the time WRLT purchased the Property.

AGREEMENT

The parties incorporate the above recitals and agree, as follows:

1. WRLT shall sign before a notary public and deliver the Gift Deed, in a form attached to this
Agreement as Exhibit A, to give the Propetty for no monetary consideration to the City.

2. After receipt of title to the Property, the City shall use the Property in accordance with the
CC&Rs attached to this Agreement as Exhibit B, to be recorded in Custer County immediately prior
to the Gift Deed, and under the terms of the Valley Creek Management Plan, dated June 8, 2017,
attached to this Agreement as Exhibit C.

3. WRLT shall make a one-time deposit of $17,500 with the City to be used solely for the
implementation of the Valley Creek Management Plan, attached as Exhibit C. Such money shall be
specifically accounted for as a separate line item on the City's budget. The money deposited by
WRLT with the City shall not be used for any other purpose than the direct management of the
Property, unless agreed to in writing by WRLT.

4, The City, or any subsequent owner of the Property, shall modify the CC&Rs, attached to this
agreement as Exhibit B, and/or the Valley Creek Management Plan, dated June 8, 2017, attached to
this Agreement as Exhibit C, only upon first obtaining written approval from WRLT. The Property
shall revert to WRLT if the City or any subsequent owner of the Property modifies the CC&Rs
and/or the Valley Creek Management Plan, dated June 8, 2017, without first obtaining written
WRLT approval. Such reversion shall occur upon receipt by the City or subsequent owner of written
notice from the WRLT that this restriction has been violated, and the City or subsequent owner shall
take all reasonably necessary actions required to revert the Property to the WRLT, if any. The City
and WRLT agree and represent that this restriction is reasonable and necessary to fulfill the intent of
the Gift Deed.

5. The City agrees that the execution, delivery and performance of this Agreement and the
consummation of the transactions contemplated will not violate or be in conflict with any provision of
or laws governing the City; and furthermore, the individuals executing this Agreement on behalf of
the City represent and warrant that the City is an existing Idaho governmental entity, and that
individual is duly authorized to enter into, execute and deliver this Agreement on behalf of The City,




in accordance with that individual's authority or a duly adopted resolution of The City; and that this
Agreement is binding upon The City in accordance with its terms and conditions.

6. The parties agree WRLT shall cause the CC&Rs and Gift Deed to be recorded within
three (3) business days of the last party to execute this Agreement.

7. The City and WRLT agree that this Agreement is the complete agreement between WRLT
and the City, and all attachments to this Agreement are incorporated into the terms and conditions of

this Agreement.

S. If any legal action arises between the parties to this Agreement, the prevailing party shall be
entitled to receive its costs and attorneys' fees incurred in the action, whether litigation is instituted,
including costs and fees incurred in appellate or bankruptcy courts.

9. All representations, warranties and obligations of the parties contained in this Agreement
shall survive the completion of all transactions contemplated by this Agreement.

10. The Agreement shall inure to the benefit of and shall be binding upon all parties'

successors in interest.

11. The parties waive the right to make any argument interpreting any ambiguity in the
Agreement against WRLT from WRLT having drafted the Agreement and Gift Deed.

12. Any dispute arising out of or related to the Agreement shall be submitted to at least two

(2) sessions of mediation of at least two (2) consecutive hours each session by all parties involved in
the dispute prior to commencing any litigation. The parties shall use a mediator or mediators
acceptable to both parties and bear equally the costs of mediation. Each party involved in the
mediation agrees to pay each party's own attorney fees incurred prior to and during a mediation.

13. Any notice to be given or other documents to be delivered to either party by the other may be
delivered in person or may be mailed, duly registered or certified, return receipt requested, with
postage prepaid, to the parties at the above addresses. Each party may, from time to time, by written
notice to the other, designate a different address which shall be substituted for the one specified
above. If any notice or other document shall be sent by certified mail, it shall be deemed to have been

effectively served or delivered at the time of mailing.

WOOD RIVER LAND TRUST COMPANY CITY OF STANLEY, IDAHO

By: Amy Trujillo, Executive Director By: Stéve(Eoﬁ’i’,/l\/Iayor




EXHIBIT A

RECORDING REQUESTED BY
AND WHEN RECORDED MAIL
TO:

City of Stanley
PO Box 53
Stanley, ID 83278

(Space Above This Line for Recorder's Use)

GIFT DEED

As long as Grantee uses the below described real property in accordance with conditions,
covenants and restrictions recorded with this Gift Deed, WOOD RIVER LAND TRUST COMPANY
("Grantor") conveys, releases, remises and quitclaims to CITY OF STANLEY ("Grantee"), a
municipal corporation, with an address of PO Box 53, Stanley, ID 83278, real property, located in
Custer County, Idaho, and more particularly described as follows:

Parcel 1: Lot 15B, Sawtooth Terra Tracts, Custer County, Idaho, as shown by the Official
Plat thereof, filed June 25, 1972, as Instrument No. 133588 and as shown on the Lot Line
Shift Plat filed February 15, 2002, as Instrument No. 224409, all records of Custer County,

Idaho.

Parcel 2: Lots 1A, 2A, 3A, 4A, SA, 6A, 7A, 8A., 9A,10A, 1 1A, 12A, 13A, 14A, 15A, 16A,
17A, 18A, 19A, 20A, 21A, 22A, 23A, 24A, 25A, and 26A, Valley Creek Tracts,
Custer County, Idaho, as shown by the Official Plat thereof, filed October 10, 1972, as Instrument

No. 134492 and shown on the Lot Line Shift Plat filed February 15, 2002, as Instrument No.
224410, all records of Custer County, Idaho.

Parcel 3: Together with a perpetual easement to be used in common with Grantors located
in Section 4, Township 10 North, Range 13 East, Boise Meridian, said Custer County,
Idaho, 60 feet in total width, being 30 feet on each side of a center line described as
commencing at the Southeast corner of said Section 4, thence North 84°16'57" West
1,891.56 feet more or less to a point on the North right of way line of Idaho State Highway
No. 21 and the real point of beginning; thence North 8°57'10" East 57.03 feet more or less;
thence along a curve to the left that has a central angle of 47°08'20" a radius of 190.99 feet
and a length of 157.25 to a point; thence North 56°05'30" East 162.89 feet to a point on the
Northerly bank of Valley Creek.

SUBJECT TO AND TOGETHER WITH all current taxes, exceptions, easements, uses, rights of
way, covenants, conditions and restrictions, and reservations apparent, of view or of record.



TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said premises, with their appurtenances, unto Grantee and to
Grantee's heirs and assigns forever, unless the following conditions arise: The Property shall revert to
Grantor if, under any current or subsequent ownership, the CC&Rs attached to this Agreement as
Exhibit B, or the Valley Creek Management Plan, dated June 8, 2017, attached to this Agreement as
Exhibit C, are modified without first obtaining Grantor’s written approval. Grantee and Grantor
represent that this restriction is reasonable and necessary to fulfill the intent of this Gift Deed.

WOOD RIVER LAND TRUST COMPANY

By: Amy Trujillo, Executive Director

STATE OF IDAHO ) ss.
County of )
On this day of , before me, the undersigned, a notary public in and for said state,

personally appeared Amy Trujillo, known or identified to me to be the Executive Director of WOOD RIVER
LAND TRUST COMPANY, an Idaho nonprofit corporation, that executed the foregoing instrument, and who
executed the instrument on behalf of that entity.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal the day and year first above written.
Notary Public for Idaho
Residing at:

Comm.
Exp.:




EXHIBIT B

RECORDING REQUESTED BY AND WHEN RECORDED MAIL TO:

WOOD RIVER LAND TRUST COMPANY
119 E. BULLION STREET
HAILEY, ID 83333

(Space above this line for Custer County Recorder's use only.)

CONDITIONS, COVENANTS AND RESTRICTIONS, SECTION 4,
TOWNSHIP 10 NORTH, RANGE 13 EAST, BOISE MERIDIAN,
COUNTY OF CUSTER, IDAHO

WOOD RIVER LAND TRUST COMPANY, an Idaho nonprofit corporation, ("Owner"),
makes these CONDITIONS, COVENANTS AND RESTRICTIONS (referred to as "CC&Rs").
Owner is the fee simple owner of the following described real property in Custer County, Idaho:

Parcel 1: Lot 15B, Sawtooth Terra Tracts, Custer County, Idaho, as shown by
the Official Plat thereof, filed June 25, 1972, as Instrument No. 133588 and as
shown on the Lot Line Shift Plat filed February 15, 2002, as Instrument No.
224409, all records of Custer County, Idaho.

Parcel 2: Lots 1A, 2A, 3A, 4A, SA, 6A, 7A, 8A, 9A, 10A, 11A, 12A, 13A,

14A, 15A, 16A, 17A, 18A, 19A, 20A, 21A, 22A, 23A, 24A, 25A, and 26A,

Valley Creek Tracts,

Custer County, Idaho, as shown by the Official Plat thereof, filed October 10, 1972,
as Instrument No. 134492 and shown on the Lot Line Shift Plat filed February 15,

2002, as Instrument No. 224410, all records of Custer County, Idaho.

Parcel 3: Together with a perpetual easement to be used in common with
Grantors located in Section 4, Township 10 North, Range 13 East, Boise
Meridian, said Custer County, Idaho, 60 feet in total width, being 30 feet on
each side of a center line described as commencing at the Southeast corner of
said Section 4, thence North 84°16'57" West 1,891.56 feet more or less to a
point on the North right of way line of Idaho State Highway No. 21 and the
real point of beginning; thence North 8°57'10" East 57.03 feet more or less;
thence along a curve to the left that has a central angle of 47°08'20" a radius
of 190.99 feet and a length of 157.25 to a point; thence North 56°05'30" East
162.89 feet to a point on the Northerly bank of Valley Creek.

SUBJECT TO AND TOGETHER WITH all current taxes, exceptions, easements,
uses, rights of way, covenants, conditions and restrictions, and reservations
apparent, of view or of record.



Owner purchased the Property from Valley Creek, LLC, with the intention of preserving the
Property for resident and anadromous fish habitat and public educational and recreational use.
Owner intends to transfer the Property to the City of Stanley, so is creating the CC&Rs to create
a mechanism to preserve the Property for such habitat protection and public use. In addition,
Owner is creating the CC&Rs to maintain the Property as owned only by a governmental entity
or a nonprofit and Internal Revenue Code ("IRC") section 501(c)(3) corporation or an IRC 509
entity or another entity that falls under a successor to those IRC sections expressly for a park
open to the public. As a result, Owner intends to record these CC&Rs in the real property
records of Custer County, Idaho, so that the CC&Rs bind burden and become a covenant that
runs with and encumbers the Property in perpetuity, as well as Owner's successors in interest.

INCORPORATING THE ABOVE RECITALS, Owner creates CC&Rs encumbering the
Property, as follows:

1. The Property shall be maintained only as open without a fee to the public for recreational
and educational purposes, protecting resident and anadromous fish species and wildlife, fish and
wildlife habitat and access to such habitat. This may include trails and/or boardwalks, as
appropriate, to provide public access while protecting natural resources.

2. Non-fee parking areas for the public may be established on the Property along Valley
Creek Road for the purposes of accessing and maintaining the Property. Other than parking
areas, there shall be no motorized uses on the Property except as necessary for maintenance.

3. No cutting of trees or harvesting of vegetation is permitted on the Property, except for
such cutting of vegetation as is required by Owner for maintenance of the Property, or if fallen
vegetation extends on to adjacent private property.

4, Owner will retain funding for ongoing management of the Property, which includes
security, infrastructure, weed control, signage, and stewardship of the Property’s natural
resources.

5. The hot spring and any associated uses and structures on the Property may be developed,
but only for public purposes and/or public benefit. There shall be no private use or benefit from
the hot spring or any associated uses and structures.

6. The Property shall be only owned by a nonprofit and Internal Revenue Code ("IRC")

section 501(c)(3) corporation or an entity organized under IRC code 509 or an entity that is
organized or qualifies under a successor to either of those IRC sections or a governmental entity.

7. The citizens of the City of Stanley are express third party beneficiaries of the CC&Rs.

8. Miscellaneous Provisions.

a. Dispute Resolution. Any dispute arising out of or related to the CC&Rs shall be
submitted to at least two (2) sessions of mediation of at least two (2) consecutive hours each
session by all parties involved in the dispute prior to commencing any litigation. The parties




shall use a mediator or mediators acceptable to both parties and bear equally the costs of
mediation. Each party involved in the mediation agrees to pay each party's own attorney fees
incurred prior to and during a mediation.

b. Attorneys Fees and Costs. The prevailing party in any litigation to enforce the
CC&Rs shall be entitled to reimbursement from the non-prevailing party of all costs and
attorneys' fees, including without limitation attorney fees incurred on appeal or in bankruptcy

court.

c. Binding Effect. The CC&Rs shall inure to the benefit of and shall be binding
upon Owner and all Owner's successors in interest. The term "Owner" includes all the current

Owner's successors in interest.

d. Interpretation. Any third party waives the right to make any argument
interpreting any ambiguity in the CC&Rs against Owner because of Owner drafting the CC&Rs.

e. Effective Date. The CC&Rs shall become effective at the time and on the date
the CC&Rs are recorded in the real property records of Custer County, Idaho.

WOOD RIVER LAND TRUST COMPANY

By: Amy Trujillo, Executive Director

STATE OF IDAHO ) ss.
County-of )
On this day of , before me, the undersigned, a notary public in and for said

state, personally appeared Amy Trujillo, known or identified to me to be the Executive Director of
WOOD RIVER LAND TRUST COMPANY, an Idaho nonprofit corporation, that executed the
foregoing instrument, and who executed the instrument on behalf of that entity.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal the day and year first above
written.

Notary Public for Idaho
Residing at:
Comm. Exp.:



VALLEY CREEK PRESERVE

MANAGEMENT PLAN
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Introduction

a. Intent

The intent of this Management Plan is to describe the Valley Creck Preserve, its
natural and significant resources and context within the community, and to outline
management goals, action items, and timelines. This plan will be implemented by the
Wood River Land Trust (“Land Trust”) and partnering organizations, such as the City of
Stanley, reviewed on an annual basis, and updated or revised as necessary. This

© Management Plan is meant to be adaptive and modified over time. This may include

adding new information, updating the status of natural resources, revising goals and
action items, and updating budgets. Appendix A: Footnotes explains the use of certain
terms and language throughout the Management Plan.

b. City of Stanley Agreement

The Land Trust and the City of Stanley signed an Agreement in October 2016 that
described how both entities would cooperate in management of the Preserve (Appendix
B: Agreement between Wood River Land Trust Company and City of Stanley, Idaho).
The agreement term is one year so that funds are not committed prior to the City’s annual
budgeting process. As described in the Agreement, both entities will share costs for
management, due diligence, and creation of this Management Plan. In years thereafter,
the Agreement will specify how the two entities will share management and improvement
costs. At some point in the future, the Land Trust may convey the Preserve to the City
with appropriate restrictions honoring its acquisition and intent of the grant funding
received. As the current landowner, the Land Trust retains decision-making authority that
is guided by this Management Plan and its Agreement with the City of Stanley.

¢. Community Management Planning Process

In 2016, the Land Trust hired Envirolssues, a neutral public involvementand
facilitation firm, to facilitate two public meetings on Valley Creek Preserve management.
The intent was to gather public input during the management planning process so that the
Land Trust and City of Stanley could incorporate the community’s vision, as appropriate,
in the management for the Preserve. The first meeting was held on August 2, 2016 and
the second on September 22, 2016 at the Stanley Community Center. During these
meetings, participants commented on draft goal statements and identified potential action
items to achieve these goals (Appendix D: Community Management Planning Meeting
Summaries). Outcomes of those meetings are incorporated into Section III of this
Management Plan as goals and action items under the following plan sections.

d. Goals, General Property Description, and Conservation Values

In 2015, the Land Trust purchased the only remaining tract of relatively
undisturbed wet meadow and riparian habitat along Valley Creek within the City of
Stanley, the “Valley Creek Preserve” or “Preserve.” Prior to the acquisition, the property
consisted of 27 subdivided lots along one mile of Valley Creek. Valley Creek has been
designated as critical habitat for Chinook salmon, sockeye salmon, and steelhead
(Appendix F. USDA-FS, 2008.) It contains migratory, spawning, and rearing conditions
in the main channel, tributaries and off-channel habitat.
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The Valley Creek Preserve is iconic within Stanley and the Salmon River
watershed. It is highly visible, and its scenic and habitat values are treasured by the
community. The Preserve’s proximity to the Stanley City Hall and Community Center,
the Stanley Interpretive and Historical Association, and several hotels and businesses
present an opportunity to create a permanent natural area with educational elements that
the community and visitors can enjoy. Once acquired and protected, the Land Trust
worked with the local community and stakeholders to develop this management plan.

e. Location and Directions

Valley Creek Preserve is located in Stanley off Valley Creek Rd. (Appendix C.
Valley Creek Preserve Map). It can be accessed from Valley Creek Rd., off Highway 21
and Highway 75. Valley Creek Rd. is private through the adjacent subdivision.

f. History of Property and Acquisition

The Valley Creek Preserve was historically owned by the Piva family, who
farmed and ranched in the Sawtooth Valley. It was deeded to the Sawtooth Land
Corporation in 1971, then conveyed to Stanley Sawtooth Estates, and then to Valley
Creek, LLC. The Sawtooth Land Corporation platted the property into two subdivisions:
Sawtooth Terra Tracts and Valley Creek Tracts, each with its own Covenants and
Restrictions. The Stanley Sawtooth Estates also performed platting and survey work
during its ownership.

The Hosac family, of Stanley Sawtooth Estates, first contacted the Land Trust in
the early 2000’s to discuss a conservation transaction. Fourteen years later, the two
entities engaged in conversation with the goal of acquiring funding for the Land Trust to
acquire undeveloped parcels of land within the two subdivisions that contained wetlands
and floodplain habitat essential to the riparian and aquatic ecosystem. The Land Trust
received funding from the Snake River Basin Adjudication Habitat Trust Fund via the
Governor’s Office of Species Conservation and the Upper Salmon Basin Watershed
Program for this acquisition (Appendix E: Grant Award Letter). Valley Creek, LLC,
made a significant donation in the bargain sale of the property.

The Land Trust’s purposes for acquiring the Valley Creek Preserve include
preserving anadromous fish habitat, aquatic and riparian areas and open space that
provides appropriate public access to the community and visitors,

I1. Natural Resources

a. Water Resources

Valley Creek is the most upstream major tributary to the Salmon River, and the
drainage contains approximately 200 miles of perennial streams (USDA — FS, 2008).
The Valley Creek Preserve is located on the lower end of the Valley Creek drainage,
close to where it empties into the Salmon River. Before Valley Creek enters the
Preserve, it is joined by Goat, Iron, and Meadow Creeks. The Valley Creek floodway
averages 650 feet in width and contains former, current, and developing channels
(Appendix F: USDA —FS, 2008). It is a “response” reach where energy is dissipated
through meanders and multiple channels. The channels are dynamically stable, and will
continue to migrate across the floodplain, if left undisturbed.
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There is one Idaho State water right (71-7016) appurtenant to the Preserve for
heating and recreation of the hot springs. There is a wooden building enclosing a
concrete structure that was used as a private soaking pool.

b. Habitat Types and Biotic Communities

Historically, Valley Creek and its tributaries supported Chinook salmon
(Onchorhynchus tshawytscha), sockeye salmon (Onchorhynchus nerka), steelhead
(Onchorhynchus mykiss), bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus), westslope cutthroat trout
(Onchorhynchus clarki lewisi), and other native fish species; more recently however,
residential development and irrigation diversions have impacted Valley Creek and its fish
populations (Appendix F: USDA-FS, 2008). Between 2010 and 2016, Chinook salmon
redds were documented on Valley Creek Preserve annually, and steelhead are also
thought to spawn in this reach (IDFG, written comm, and Appendix G. Shoshone-
Bannock Tribes Valley Creek Fish Population Information). The Shoshone-Bannock
Tribes operate a juvenile screw trap just upstream of the Valley Creek Preserve, and
estimated emigration of 39,237 Chinook salmon juveniles (SE 6,904) in 2015 and 8,659
Chinook salmon juveniles (SE 1,874) in 2016. The Tribes also estimated adult
escapement of 216-315 Chinook salmon between 2014 and 2016.

The Valley Creek Preserve contains migratory, spawning, and rearing habitat.
Substrate is mainly gravel and cobble, and riparian vegetation includes mature willows,
sedges, forbs, and grasses typical of the Salmon River basin. Sedimentation, restricted
flow, temperature, physical barriers, and instream structures are existing limiting factors
for fish within Valley Creek. These limiting factors are mainly the result of residential
development and itrigation diversions upstream. Residential development and irrigation
diversions disturb streambanks, increase sedimentation, remove instream structures,
create physical barriers, and alter flow regimes.

Other wildlife seen on the property include waterfowl, migratory songbirds,
moose, mule deer, and elk.

c. Species of Concern or Indicator Value

There are four fish species of concern that are known to exist in Valley Creek:
Chinook salmon, steelhead, bull trout, and sockeye salmon. The Proposed ESA Snake
River spring/summer Chinook Salmon and Steclhead Recovery Plan identifies the Valley
Creek Chinook salmon population within the Upper Salmon River spring/summer
Chinook Salmon Major Population Group (NOAA Fisheries, 2016). The Salmon River
Steelhead Major Population Group includes the Valley Creek steelhead population.
Recovery plans for these four species all support the protection of stream and riparian
habitat, floodplains, and wetlands from development and actions that increase erosion
and sedimentation.

d. Adjacent Land Use

Valley Creek Preserve is within the City of Stanley and is bordered by residential
and commercial development. National Forest System lands administered by the USDA
Forest Service (USFS) border the Preserve to the north, and contain the Sawtooth
Interpretive Historical Association’s museum by special use permit.
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I11. Management

a. Administration (Safety, Maintenance, and Stewardship)

Goal C.1 Create a mechanism for ongoing management and stewardship of the Preserve,
including security, infrastructure, property expenses, weed control, and maintenance of
the natural environment. Additional expenses, such as restoration projects, public
facilities, and Preserve staff should be considered as such items are planned for!

Near-term Action Items (2017-2018)

1. Utilize existing or new partnerships with federal, state, and local governments,
organizations, and community groups. Determine what each partner can
contribute to the Preserve.

2. Determine management and stewardship needs and costs.

3. With Valley Creek and Sawtooth Terra Tracts homeowners, identify issues with
Valley Creek Road and explore options for long-term maintenance of the road
that may also improve habitat.

Long-term Action Items
1. Create a long-term maintenance plan that articulates a budget and mechanisms to
accomplish needs.
2. Create a long-term plan for public access elements (signage, facilities).
3. Research funding opportunities to sustain long-term maintenance and
stewardship.

d. Fisheries/Fish Habitat/Water Quality

Goal D.1 Restore and maintain fisheries habitat, including high water quality, beneficial
instream treatments, and healthy streamside vegetation. Protect the health of native fish
habitat within the Preserve. '

Near-term Action Items (2017-2018)

1. Gather baseline information on fish abundance, spawning redds, water quality,
riparian vegetation, and streambank stability. Collect available information from
NOAA Fisheries, Idaho Department of Fish and Game, the US Forest Service,
and the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes.

2. Create a list of desired habitat restoration or enhancement treatments and
protection actions, feasibility, and cost estimates. Utilize the EPA’s wetland
study completed by Confluence, Inc. in 2010 to inform desired restoration and
enhancement treatments.

3. Identify the appropriate and sustainable level of public access and areas suitable
for concentrated public use. Evaluate possible impacts on natural resources.

4, Tnvestigate the possibility of locating the Shoshone-Bannock Tribe’s Valley
Creek screw trap within the Preserve.
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Long-term Action Items
1. When evaluating uses of the hot springs, analyze impacts to fisheries and aquatic
habitat.
2. Solicit guidance from NOAA Fisheries, IDFG, USFS, and the Shoshone-Bannock
tribes when habitat restoration, enhancement, or protection actions are proposed.

Goal D.2 Restore or enhance current floodplain and wetland function within the
Preserve.

Near-term Action Items (2017-2018)

1. Promote beaver use within the Preserve while managing their compatibility with
other local values and constraints.

2. Gather baseline information regarding the current status, function, and threats to
the Valley Creek floodplain within and adjacent to the Preserve. This includes
soliciting guidance, data, and studies from agencies such as the Army Corps of
Engineers and WPA, as well as private professionals and/or surveyors.

Long-term Action Items
1. Assess the potential to restore or enhance stream flows under Valley Creek Road
to determine appropriate action.
2. Insure that any restoration actions do not adversely affect safety and security.

e. Wildlife Habitat
Goal E.1 Preserve, restore and/or enhance wildlife habitat within the Preserve.

Near-term Action Items (2107-2018)
1. Gather baseline information on wildlife habitat and use.
2. Create a list of desired habitat restoration or enhancement treatments and

protection actions, feasibility, and cost estimates.

3. Implement noxious weed control, prevention, and management, utilizing
mechanical or biological weed control where practicable.

4, Remove old fencing.

Long-term Action Items
1. Solicit guidance from NOAA Fisheries, IDFG, USFS, and the Shoshone-Bannock
tribes when habitat restoration, enhancement, or protection actions are proposed.
2. Insure that any restoration actions do not adversely affect the safety and security
of any existing structures or infrastructure.

f. Public Access/Recreation Uses
Goal F.1 Provide and maintain appropriate public, no-fee, non-motorized access to the

Preserve.>*

Near-term Action Items (2017-2018)
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1. Determine appropriate and compatible public access opportunities, which include
fishing, walking, biking, equestrian, and snowmobiling. There are no current
public access parking areas specifically for Valley Creek Preserve.

2. Determine public access needs and possible access points,. Consider locations for
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA, 1990) -compliant access, if feasible.
Discuss possibilities with IDFG, USFS, and other partnering organizations.
Develop an access plan that considers alternative future public access points,
feasibility, and purpose. Incorporate interpretive and educational goals as
specified in the Preserve Interpretive and Educational Plan.

3. Consider protection of wetlands and the floodplain, impacts to fish and wildlife
habitat, maintenance, connectivity to existing trails and parking, and adjacent
property use.

Long-term Action Items

1. Incorporate interpretive and educational goals as specified in the Preserve
Interpretive and Education Plan into any additional public access points.

2. For any additional public access points, consider protection of wetlands and the
floodplain, impacts to fish and wildlife habitat, maintenance, connectivity to
existing trails and parking, and adjacent property use.

3. If nearby facilities are not adequate, consider improving or adding public
sanitation facilities adjacent to the Preserve.

Goal F.2 Determine and implement long-term management for geothermal resources
within the Preserve

Near-term Action Items (2017-2018)
1. Facilitate discussions with the public, adjacent landowners, and agencies to
determine community desires and possibilities for geothermal resources.
2. Determine additional information needed to evaluate uses, which may include
consultation with the public health department or energy/heating consultants.

Long-term Action Items
1. Evaluate available information and community desires for geothermal resources,
which may include removing existing structures. Determine costs and feasibility
of each alternative.

g. Education and Interpretation

Goal G.1 Develop a Preserve Interpretive and Educational Plan to help the public
understand the nature and value of resources protected by the Reserve, increase public
appreciation and enjoyment of the Reserve, while minimizing public impacts to sensitive
resources.

Near-term Action Items (2017-2018)
1. Contract for the development of Interpretive Educational Plan.

Page | 8




Provide and maintain educational and interpretive signage for the community and
visitors that is complementary to the scenic nature of the property and other
visitor activities.

Design signage and other interpretive elements in coordination with local sources,

including the Sawtooth Interpretive and Historical Association, the Stanley
Chamber of Commerce, the City of Stanley, local businesses, the Shoshone-
Bannock tribes, IDFG, and NOAA Fisheries.
Interpretive signage should consider the following topics:
o Valley Creek Preserve history, project partners, public use regulations,
 maps, and other directional information. Private property should be
pointed out on maps.

o Natural resources and their uses within the Preserve, including
conservation and stewardship of fish and wildlife habitat (particularly
salmon), geology, geothermal activity, conservation and wetlands.

e Conservation of the Preserve and its importance to anadromous fish
habitat; discussion of the Upper Salmon Basin Watershed Program and
link to other projects within the area.

e Presence of Shoshone-Bannock Tribal fisheries and historical information
on the Sawtooth Valley.

¢ The surrounding Sawtooth National Recreation Area

Consider other forms of interpretation, including audio information and
technology applications.

Utilize existing funding to design, construct, and install signage in appropriate
locations, that may involve collaboration with the City of Stanley, the USFS, and
IDFG.

Long-term Action Items

S

_Provide security so that signage is not vandalized.

2. Secure funding to maintain and replace signage over time, as necessary.

Goal G.2 Provide educational and interpretive programs for the community and visitors
that are complementary to other visitor activities

Near-term Action Items (2017-2018)

1.

Evaluate opportunities to partner with the USFS and the Sawtooth Interpretive

and Historical Association for educational programs that involve the Preserve,

which may include naturalist tours.

Develop educational materials for use at other locations, such as brochures and
videos.

Long-term Action Items

1.

Secure funding for additional interpretive aids, such as binoculars.
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IV. Funding

a. Acquisition

The Snake River Basin Adjudication Habitat Trust Fund committed approximately
$1,050,000 for the Land Trust’s purchase of the property. Valley Creek, LLC. made a
significant donation of the remainder appraised value for the Land Trust’s purchase.

b. Stewardship Fund and Legal Defense

The Land Trust has a Stewardship Fund for the purpose of long-term stewardship of its
conservation easements and preserves. At the time it accepts or acquires an interest in
property the Land Trust shall cause sufficient funds to be deposited in the Stewardship
Fund to support its obligation to protect the conservation values of such property in
perpetuity or for as long as the Land Trust intends to own property held in fee simple.
The amount of the funds applicable to a particular property interest shall be calculated
and determined in accordance with the Land Trust’s Stewardship Fund Policy, subject to
approval by the Board of Directors of the Land Trust. The credit of funds applicable to a
given property interest may come from a contribution from the donor or seller of the
interest in the property, fund-raising efforts for the purchase of the particular interest,
unrestricted funds of the Land Trust or a combination thereof.

At the time of the Valley Creek Preserve acquisition, the Land Trust estimated the annual
stewardship costs, legal defense costs, and used a period of 10 years for its Stewardship
Fund calculation.

(Legal Defense = $750) + (Stewardship costs = $1,000) = $1,750 multiplied by 10 years

=$17,500. This amount was transferred into the Land Trust’s Stewardship Fund from its
Open Space Fund for the purposes of stewarding the Preserve for 10 years.

¢. Management and Improvements
The following budget is estimated for the near-term action items listed above. These are

items that the Land Trust and the City of Stanley plan to implement in 2017 and 2018,
and will include other partnering organizations as indicated above.
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d. Budget

[tem Estimated Cost ~ Lead Organization Funding Source
Administration
Security $1000 City of Stanley City annual budget
Fisheries/Fish Habitat/
Water Quality
Natural resource. $450 Wood River Land Trust  Staff, volunteers
inventories/baseline
Wildlife Habitat
Natural e $450 Wood River Land Trust  Staff, volunteers
inventories/baseline
Weed Control $500 Wood River Land Trust  Staff
Fence removal $500 Wood River Land Trust  Staff, volunteers
Public Access/Recreation
Create public access . City annual budget,
areas — ground work 35,000 Cligof Sanley Wood River Land Trust
Education and Interpretation
Bniras) LoF Inferprelye $5.000 Wood River Land Trust  Private funding
and Educational Plan
Design and install signage $10,000 Wood River Land Trust ~ SRBA funding

V. Literature Cited

Idaho Department of Fish and Game, 2014. Patrick Murphy, Written Communication.

NOAA Fisheries West Coast Region, October 2016. Proposed ESA Recovery Plan for

Snake River Spring/Summer Chinook Salmon (Onchorhynchus tshawytscha) and Snake
River Steelhead (Onchorhynchus mykiss). Online
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/protected_species/salmon_steelhead/recovery p

lanning and implementation/snake river/snake river sp-su chinook steelhead.html
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Introduction

a. Intent

The intent of this Management Plan is to describe the Valley Creek Preserve, its
natural and significant resources and context within the community, and to outline
management goals, action items, and timelines. This plan will be implemented by the
Wood River Land Trust (“Land Trust”) and partnering organizations, such as the City of
Stanley, reviewed on an annual basis, and updated or revised as necessary. This
Management Plan is meant to be adaptive and modified over time. This may include
adding new information, updating the status of natural resources, revising goals and
action items, and updating budgets. Appendix A: Footnotes explains the use of certain
terms and language throughout the Management Plan.

b. City of Stanley Agreement

The Land Trust and the City of Stanley signed an Agreement in October 2016 that
described how both entities would cooperate in management of the Preserve (Appendix
B: Agreement between Wood River Land Trust Company and City of Stanley, Idaho).
The agreement term is one year so that funds are not committed prior to the City’s annual
budgeting process. As described in the Agreement, both entities will share costs for
management, due diligence, and creation of this Management Plan. In years thereafter,
the Agreement will specify how the two entities will share management and improvement
costs. At some point in the future, the Land Trust may convey the Preserve to the City
with appropriate restrictions honoring its acquisition and intent of the grant funding
received. As the current landowner, the Land Trust retains decision-making authority that
is guided by this Management Plan and its Agreement with the City of Stanley.

¢. Community Management Planning Process
In 2016, the Land Trust hired EnvirolIssues, a neutral public involvement and

facilitation firm, to facilitate two public meetings on Valley Creek Preserve management.
The intent was to gather public input during the management planning process so that the
Land Trust and City of Stanley could incorporate the community’s vision, as appropriate,
in the management for the Preserve. The first meeting was held on August 2, 2016 and
the second on September 22, 2016 at the Stanley Community Center. During these
meetings, participants commented on draft goal statements and identified potential action
items to achieve these goals (Appendix D: Community Management Planning Meeting
Summaries). Outcomes of those meetings are incorporated into Section III of this
Management Plan as goals and action items under the following plan sections.

d. Goals, General Property Description, and Conservation Values

In 2015, the Land Trust purchased the only remaining tract of relatively
undisturbed wet meadow and riparian habitat along Valley Creek within the City of
Stanley, the “Valley Creek Preserve” or “Preserve.” Prior to the acquisition, the property
consisted of 27 subdivided lots along one mile of Valley Creek. Valley Creek has been
designated as critical habitat for Chinook salmon, sockeye salmon, and steelhead
(Appendix F. USDA-FS, 2008.) It contains migratory, spawning, and rearing conditions
in the main channel, tributaries and off-channel habitat.
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The Valley Creek Preserve is iconic within Stanley and the Salmon River
watershed. It is highly visible, and its scenic and habitat values are treasured by the
community. The Preserve’s proximity to the Stanley City Hall and Community Center,
the Stanley Interpretive and Historical Association, and several hotels and businesses
present an opportunity to create a permanent natural area with educational elements that
the community and visitors can enjoy. Once acquired and protected, the Land Trust
worked with the local community and stakeholders to develop this management plan.

e. Location and Directions

Valley Creek Preserve is located in Stanley off Valley Creek Rd. (Appendix C.
Valley Creck Preserve Map). It can be accessed from Valley Creek Rd., off Highway 21
and Highway 75. Valley Creek Rd. is private through the adjacent subdivision,

f. History of Property and Acquisition

The Valley Creek Preserve was historically owned by the Piva family, who
farmed and ranched in the Sawtooth Valley. It was deeded to the Sawtooth Land
Corporation in 1971, then conveyed to Stanley Sawtooth Estates, and then to Valley
Creek, LLC. The Sawtooth Land Corporation platted the property into two subdivisions:
Sawtooth Terra Tracts and Valley Creek Tracts, each with its own Covenants and
Restrictions. The Stanley Sawtooth Estates also performed platting and survey work
during its ownership.

The Hosac family, of Stanley Sawtooth Estates, first contacted the Land Trust in
the early 2000’s to discuss a conservation transaction. Fourteen years later, the two
entities engaged in conversation with the goal of acquiring funding for the Land Trust to
acquire undeveloped parcels of land within the two subdivisions that contained wetlands
and floodplain habitat essential to the riparian and aquatic ecosystem. The Land Trust
received funding from the Snake River Basin Adjudication Habitat Trust Fund via the
Governor’s Office of Species Conservation and the Upper Salmon Basin Watershed
Program for this acquisition (Appendix E: Grant Award Letter). Valley Creek, LLC,
made a significant donation in the bargain sale of the property.

The Land Trust’s purposes for acquiring the Valley Creek Preserve include
preserving anadromous fish habitat, aquatic and riparian areas and open space that
provides appropriate public access to the community and visitors.

I1. Natural Resources

a. Water Resources

Valley Creek is the most upstream major tributary to the Salmon River, and the
drainage contains approximately 200 miles of perennial streams (USDA — FS, 2008).
The Valley Creek Preserve is located on the lower end of the Valley Creek drainage,
close to where it empties into the Salmon River. Before Valley Creek enters the
Preserve, it is joined by Goat, Iron, and Meadow Creeks. The Valley Creek floodway
averages 650 feet in width and contains former, current, and developing channels
(Appendix F: USDA — FS, 2008). It is a “response” reach where energy is dissipated
through meanders and multiple channels. The channels are dynamically stable, and will
continue to migrate across the floodplain, if left undisturbed.
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There is one Idaho State water right (71-7016) appurtenant to the Preserve for
heating and recreation of the hot springs. There is a wooden building enclosing a
concrete structure that was used as a private soaking pool.

b. Habitat Types and Biotic Communities

Historically, Valley Creek and its tributaries supported Chinook salmon
(Onchorhynchus tshawytscha), sockeye salmon (Onchorhynchus nerka), steelhead
(Onchorhynchus mykiss), bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus), westslope cutthroat trout
(Onchorhynchus clarki lewisi), and other native fish species; more recently however,
residential development and irrigation diversions have impacted Valley Creek and its fish
populations (Appendix F: USDA-FS, 2008). Between 2010 and 2016, Chinook salmon
redds were documented on Valley Creek Preserve annually, and steelhead are also
thought to spawn in this reach (IDFG, written comm. and Appendix G. Shoshone-
Bannock Tribes Valley Creek Fish Population Information). The Shoshone-Bannock
Tribes operate a juvenile screw trap just upstream of the Valley Creek Preserve, and
estimated emigration of 39,237 Chinook salmon juveniles (SE 6,904) in 2015 and 8,659
Chinook salmon juveniles (SE 1,874) in 2016. The Tribes also estimated adult
escapement of 216-315 Chinook salmon between 2014 and 2016.

The Valley Creek Preserve contains migratory, spawning, and rearing habitat.
Substrate is mainly gravel and cobble, and riparian vegetation includes mature willows,
sedges, forbs, and grasses typical of the Salmon River basin. Sedimentation, restricted
flow, temperature, physical barriers, and instream structures are existing limiting factors
for fish within Valley Creek. These limiting factors are mainly the result of residential
development and irrigation diversions upstream. Residential development and irrigation
diversions disturb streambanks, increase sedimentation, remove instream structures,
create physical barriers, and alter flow regimes.

Other wildlife seen on the property include waterfowl, migratory songbirds,
moose, mule deer, and elk.

¢. Species of Concern or Indicator Value

There are four fish species of concern that are known to exist in Valley Creek:
Chinook salmon, steelhead, bull trout, and sockeye salmon. The Proposed ESA Snake
River spring/summer Chinook Salmon and Steelhead Recovery Plan identifies the Valley
Creck Chinook salmon population within the Upper Salmon River spring/summer
Chinook Salmon Major Population Group (NOAA Fisheries, 2016). The Salmon River
Steelhead Major Population Group includes the Valley Creek steelhead population.
Recovery plans for these four species all support the protection of stream and riparian
habitat, floodplains, and wetlands from development and actions that increase erosion
and sedimentation.

d. Adjacent Land Use

Valley Creek Preserve is within the City of Stanley and is bordered by residential
and commercial development. National Forest System lands administered by the USDA
Forest Service (USFS) border the Preserve to the north, and contain the Sawtooth
Interpretive Historical Association’s museum by special use permit.
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I11. Management

a. Administration (Safety, Maintenance, and Stewardship)

Goal C.1 Create a mechanism for ongoing management and stewardship of the Preserve,
including security, infrastructure, property expenses, weed control, and maintenance of
the natural environment. Additional expenses, such as restoration projects, public
facilities, and Preserve staff should be considered as such items are planned for!

Near-term Action Items (2017-2018)

1. Utilize existing or new partnerships with federal, state, and local governments,
organizations, and community groups. Determine what each partner can
contribute to the Preserve.

2. Determine management and stewardship needs and costs.

3. With Valley Creek and Sawtooth Terra Tracts homeowners, identify issues with
Valley Creek Road and explore options for long-term maintenance of the road
that may also improve habitat.

Long-term Action Items
1. Create a long-term maintenance plan that articulates a budget and mechanisms to
accomplish needs.
2. Create a long-term plan for public access elements (signage, facilities).
3. Research funding opportunities to sustain long-term maintenance and
stewardship.

d. Fisheries/Fish Habitat/Water Quality

Goal D.1 Restore and maintain fisheries habitat, including high water quality, beneficial
instream treatments, and healthy streamside vegetation. Protect the health of native fish
habitat within the Preserve.”

Near-term Action Items (2017-2018)

1. Gather baseline information on fish abundance, spawning redds, water quality,
riparian vegetation, and streambank stability. Collect available information from
NOAA Fisheties, Idaho Department of Fish and Game, the US Forest Service,
and the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes.

2. Create a list of desired habitat restoration or enhancement treatments and
protection actions, feasibility, and cost estimates. Utilize the EPA’s wetland
study completed by Confluence, Inc. in 2010 to inform desired restoration and-
enhancement treatments.

3. Identify the appropriate and sustainable level of public access and areas suitable
for concentrated public use. Evaluate possible impacts on natural resources.

4. Investigate the possibility of locating the Shoshone-Bannock Tribe’s Valley
Creek screw trap within the Preserve.
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Long-term Action Items
1. When evaluating uses of the hot springs, analyze impacts to fisheries and aquatic
habitat.
2. Solicit guidance from NOAA Fisheries, IDFG, USFS, and the Shoshone-Bannock
tribes when habitat restoration, enhancement, or protection actions are proposed.

Goal D.2 Restore or enhance current floodplain and wetland function within the
Preserve,

Near-term Action Items (2017-2018)

1. Promote beaver use within the Preserve while managing their compatibility with
other local values and constraints.

2. Gather baseline information regarding the current status, function, and threats to
the Valley Creek floodplain within and adjacent to the Preserve. This includes
soliciting guidance, data, and studies from agencies such as the Army Corps of
Engineers and WPA, as well as private professionals and/or surveyors.

Long-term Action Items
1. Assess the potential to restore or enhance stream flows under Valley Creek Road
to determine appropriate action.
2. Insure that any restoration actions do not adversely affect safety and security.

e. Wildlife Habitat

Goal E.1 Preserve, restore and/or enhance wildlife habitat within the Preserve.

Near-term Action Items (2107-2018)
1. Gather baseline mformation on wildlife habltat and use.
2. Create a list of desired habitat restoration or enhancement treatments and

protection actions, feasibility, and cost estimates.

3. Implement noxious weed control, prevention, and management, utilizing
mechanical or biological weed control where practicable.

4. Remove old fencing.

Long-term Action Items
1. Solicit guidance from NOAA Fisheries, IDFG, USFS, and the Shoshone-Bannock
tribes when habitat restoration, enhancement, or protection actions are proposed.
2. Insure that any restoration actions do not adversely affect the safety and security
of any existing structures or infrastructure.

f. Public Access/Recreation Uses
Goal F.1 Provide and maintain appropriate public, no-fee, non-motorized access to the

Preserve.>*

Near-term Action Items (2017-2018)
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1. Determine appropriate and compatible public access opportunities, which include
fishing, walking, biking, equestrian, and snowmobiling. There are no current
public access parking areas specifically for Valley Creek Preserve.

2. Determine public access needs and possible access points,. Consider locations for
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA, 1990) -compliant access, if feasible.
Discuss possibilities with IDFG, USFS, and other partnering organizations.
Develop an access plan that considers alternative future public access points,
feasibility, and purpose. Incorporate interpretive and educational goals as
specified in the Preserve Interpretive and Educational Plan.

3. Consider protection of wetlands and the floodplain, impacts to fish and wildlife
habitat, maintenance, connectivity to existing trails and parking, and adjacent
property use.

Long-term Action Items

1. Incorporate interpretive and educational goals as specified in the Preserve
Interpretive and Education Plan into any additional public access points.

2. For any additional public access points, consider protection of wetlands and the
floodplain, impacts to fish and wildlife habitat, maintenance, connectivity to
existing trails and parking, and adjacent property use.

3. If nearby facilities are not adequate, consider improving or adding public
sanitation facilities adjacent to the Preserve.’

Goal F.2 Determine and implement long-term management for geothermal resources
within the Preserve

Near-term Action Items (2017-2018)
1. Facilitate discussions with the public, adjacent landowners, and agencies to
determine community desires and possibilities for geothermal resources.
2. Determine additional information needed to evaluate uses, which may include
consultation with the public health department or energy/heating consultants.

Long-term Action Items
1. Evaluate available information and community desires for geothermal resources,
which may include removing existing structures. Determine costs and feasibility
of each alternative.

g. Education and Interpretation

Goal G.1 Develop a Preserve Interpretive and Educational Plan to help the public
understand the nature and value of resources protected by the Reserve, increase public
appreciation and enjoyment of the Reserve, while minimizing public impacts to sensitive
resources.

Near-term Action Items (2017-2018)
1. Contract for the development of Interpretive Educational Plan.
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2. Provide and maintain educational and interpretive signage for the community and
visitors that is complementary to the scenic nature of the property and other
visitor activities.

3. Design signage and other interpretive elements in coordination with local sources,
including the Sawtooth Interpretive and Historical Association, the Stanley
Chamber of Commerce, the City of Stanley, local businesses, the Shoshone-
Bannock tribes, IDFG, and NOAA Fisheries.

4. Interpretive signage should consider the following topics:

o Valley Creek Preserve history, project partners, public use regulations,
maps, and other directional information. Private property should be
pointed out on maps.

o Natural resources and their uses within the Preserve, including
conservation and stewardship of fish and wildlife habitat (particularly
salmon), geology, geothermal activity, conservation and wetlands.

o Conservation of the Preserve and its importance to anadromous fish
habitat; discussion of the Upper Salmon Basin Watershed Program and
link to other projects within the area.

s Presence of Shoshone-Bannock Tribal fisheries and historical information
on the Sawtooth Valley.

¢ The surrounding Sawtooth National Recreation Area

5. Consider other forms of interpretation, including audio information and
technology applications, '

6. Utilize existing funding to design, construct, and install signage in appropriate
locations, that may involve collaboration with the City of Stanley, the USFS, and
IDFG.

Long-term Action Items

1._ Provide security so that signage is not vandalized.
2. Secure funding to maintain and replace signage over time, as necessary.

Goal G.2 Provide educational and interpretive programs for the community and visitors
that are complementary to other visitor activities

Near-term Action Items (2017-2018)

1. Evaluate opportunities to partner with the USFS and the Sawtooth Interpretive
and Historical Association for educational programs that involve the Preserve,
which may include naturalist tours.

2. Develop educational materials for use at other locations, such as brochures and
videos.

Long-term Action Items
1. Secure funding for additional interpretive aids, such as binoculars.
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IV. Funding

a. Acquisition

The Snake River Basin Adjudication Habitat Trust Fund committed approximately
$1,050,000 for the Land Trust’s purchase of the property. Valley Creek, LLC. made a
significant donation of the remainder appraised value for the Land Trust’s purchase.

b. Stewardship Fund and Legal Defense

The Land Trust has a Stewardship Fund for the purpose of long-term stewardship of its
conservation easements and preserves. At the time it accepts or acquires an interest in
property the Land Trust shall cause sufficient funds to be deposited in the Stewardship
Fund to support its obligation to protect the conservation values of such property in
perpetuity or for as long as the Land Trust intends to own property held in fee simple.
The amount of the funds applicable to a particular property interest shall be calculated
and determined in accordance with the Land Trust’s Stewardship Fund Policy, subject to
approval by the Board of Directors of the Land Trust. The credit of funds applicable to a
given property interest may come from a contribution from the donor or seller of the
interest in the property, fund-raising efforts for the purchase of the particular interest,
unrestricted funds of the Land Trust or a combination thereof.

At the time of the Valley Creek Preserve acquisition, the Land Trust estimated the annual
stewardship costs, legal defense costs, and used a period of 10 years for its Stewardship
Fund calculation.

(Legal Defense = $750) + (Stewardship costs = $1,000) = $1,750 multiplied by 10 years
=$17,500. This amount was transferred into the Land Trust’s Stewardship Fund from its
Open Space Fund for the purposes of stewarding the Preserve for 10 years.

¢. Management and Improvements
The following budget is estimated for the near-term action items listed above. These are

items that the Land Trust and the City of Stanley plan to implement in 2017 and 2018,
and will include other partnering organizations as indicated above.
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d. Budget

[tem Estimated Cost ~ Lead Organization Funding Source
Administration
Security $1000 City of Stanley City annual budget
Fisheries/Fish Habitat/
Water Quality
Natural resource. $450 Wood River Land Trust Staff, volunteers
inventories/baseline
Wildlife Habitat
Natural LESOIIee $450 Wood River Land Trust  Staff, volunteers
inventories/baseline
Weed Control $500 Wood River Land Trust ~ Staff
Fence removal $500 Wood River Land Trust Staff, volunteers
Public Access/Recreation
Create public access . City annual budget,
areas — ground work $5,000 iy oE Stamisy Wood River Land Trust
Education and Interpretation
Contmst fOF LatRIPYELIVe $5,000 Wood River Land Trust ~ Private funding
and Educational Plan
Design and install signage $10,000 Wood River Land Trust ~ SRBA funding
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